Suggested Activities for Home
* Students should read at least 20 minutes per night. Starting in kindergarten, if a student reads 20 minutes a day at home, they will hear 1.8 million words per year.  They will have read for 851 hours by 6th grade and on standardized tests, they will likely score better than 90% of their peers.

Reading Comprehension
Study Poetry and Literature
Fifth grade reading usually involves looking at elements of a book’s plot, including the setup, rising action, climax, and resolution. Your child will learn to analyze characters and settings, as well as recognize the author’s purpose for writing. Here are a few tips to help your scholar navigate the waters of great literature:
· Be familiar with your child’s independent reading choices so you can help her compare and contrast stories.
· Read the same novel together and discuss what conflict or challenge the main character experienced.
· Help your child stop and enjoy vivid language by reading to him often and visualizing dramatic descriptions and words.
· Encourage the use of metaphor (a comparison between two seemingly unrelated subjects) in an everyday way by saying things like, “Are you cold? I’m an icicle!” or “The mall was a zoo today!”
· Ask your child what he believes the author wanted the reader to feel or think at the end of a book. This will help your child consider the story’s theme.
Take Advantage of Informational Reading
Reading is chock full of interesting information. Make use of that high-interest material with these reading and writing strategies:
· Have maps and charts on hand for your child to read and discuss with you.
· Make a game out of discovering structural elements in reference books (such as the index, glossary, title page, introduction, preface, and appendix). 
· Have your child explain familiar historical events in chronological order. 
· After she reads a nonfiction passage or chapter, have your child verbally summarize the main ideas and details to you.
· Read opinion and fact-based articles from the newspaper or news websites together and discuss the differences between fact and opinion.  
Build Vocabulary
Fifth grade reading skills involve understanding sophisticated vocabulary. Your child will move forward by learning about prefixes, suffixes, root words, antonyms, synonyms, and word relationships. Here are some ideas to help boost word-play:
· Play word games like Scrabble and hangman, and encourage your child to use big words. This helps spelling and enhances vocabulary skills.
· Help him find cool word games online to play on his own.
· Encourage him to compile his own word list by finding challenging words from books he’s reading and writing definitions in his own words. Writing the   meaning of  each word in his own way will help him use these words in speaking and writing.
· Have him create lists of subject-specific words and their definitions from science and social studies units.
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