Design Your Own Utopia
I. Basic Information
1. Name of your utopia
2. Symbol of your utopia
3. Motto of your utopia
4. Values of your utopia (what do you stand for?)
5. Goals of your utopia (what do you want to achieve?)
6. Physical description of your utopia

II. Members/Citizens
      1. Who makes up your population? How many people would you have?
      4. What would be the rights of the members of your utopia?
      5. What would be the duties of the members?
      6. Would there be social stratification (e.g., owners and renters, different roles for males and females) in your utopia?
      7. If there would be social stratification, what roles would different classes of individuals play?
IV. Power & Politics
      1. Would your utopia be based on any particular political theory? 
           A. If so, what? 
           B. And why?
      2. What form of political organization would your utopia have?
      3. What would your decision-making process(es) be?
      4. How would officials or coordinators be selected?
      5. How would you deal with abuse of authority by officials or coordinators?
XII. Legal System - Antisocial Behavior and Conflict Resolution
      1. How would your utopia deal with those who harm others?
           A. Force them to undergo psychiatric treatment?
           B. Shun them?
           C. Banish them?
           D. Imprison them?
           E. Kill them?
      2. Would your utopia have a formalized system for dealing with criminal behavior?
           A. If not, would it be dealt with by the community as a whole?
           B. Would punishment be meted out by victim(s), their families, and friends?
      3. How would your utopia deal with self-destructive behaviors?
      4. How would it deal with conflicts between individuals?
      5. Would there be a means of private mediation?
      6. Would there be a means of public mediation?
      7. Would your utopia ban guns?
      8. Would your utopia ban other types of weapons?
           A. If so, what types?
XIII. Military/War
      1. Would your utopia abolish war, or if a small society would one of its goals be the abolition of war?
      2. Until war is abolished, would your utopia have some kind of self-defense force?
           A. If so, would it be a conventional army with a rank system and chain of command?
           B. If not as a conventional army, how would your self-defense force be organized?
                a. As a militia?
                     aa. If so, who would be its members?
                b. How would weapons be controlled?
                aa. And by whom?
      3. Would any types of weapons be banned?
           A. If so, which ones?
           B. Why?
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V. Economics and Work
      1. How would production and distribution be organized in your utopia?
      2. Would your utopia retain the use of money?
           A. If not, would there be a means of exchange?
                a. If so, what?
      3. How would work be compensated?
           A. Would everyone receive equal compensation for hours worked?
      4. How would people determine what jobs they do?
      5. How many hours per day would your utopians work?
      6. Would the standard of living in your utopia be poverty level (voluntary simplicity), middle class, or high on the hog?
VII. Science & Technology
      1. Would your utopia encourage scientific research?
           A. If yes, would it be in all fields?
           B. If not in all fields, in which fields would research be encouraged and in which would it be discouraged?
                a. Why?
      2. Would technological development be encouraged in all areas?
           A. If not, which technologies would be encouraged and which discouraged?
                a. Why?
      3. Would your utopia abandon any technologies?
           A. If so, which ones?
            B. Why?
      4. What would be the energy sources to drive your utopia?
           A. Why would you use these particular energy sources?
      5. Would any energy sources be banned?
           A. If so, which ones?
           B. Why?
      6. What if any role would the new reproductive technologies have?
           A. Who, if anyone, would have access to these technologies?
           B. Would genetic manipulation be permitted in order to choose the sex of offspring?
           C. Would genetic manipulation be permitted in order to choose other characteristics?
                a. If so, which characteristics?
                b. And why?
      7. Would cloning be permitted in your utopia?
           A. If so, who would be allowed to do it?
           B. And for what purposes?
      8. Would your utopia allow life-extension techniques?
           A. If so, would you attempt to extend life indefinitely?
                a. If so, why?
                b. If not, why not?
           B. If life extension techniques were available, who would have access to them?
      9. Would your utopia explore outer space or confine itself to the Earth?
VIII. Religion
      1. Would there be a division between religion and other social and political institutions in your utopia?
           A. If so, why?
           B. If not, why not?
      2. Would your utopia have a single religion? 
           A. If so, what would it be? 
           B. Why?
      3. Would your utopia have no religion? 
           A. Why?
      4. Would your utopia have many religions?
           A. If so, would you place any restrictions on the types of religion? 
           B. Why?
           C. How would you deal with religious strife?
      5. How would you deal with cults and gurus?
      6. Would your utopia have rituals and celebrations?
           A. If so, what would they be?
      7. Would there be religious ceremonies concerning birth, death, marriage, rites of passage, etc.?
      8. Would religion be integrated into daily life?
           A. If so, how?
      10. Would there be a religious hierarchy?
           A. If so, how would religious leaders be selected?
     11. What would be the relationship of religion to science?
     12. Would psychoactive substances have any role in religion in your utopia?
           A. If so, which substances?
           B. What would be their role?
IX. The Arts
      1. What would be  the role of the arts in your utopia? What types of art would be permitted?
      2. Would professional artists (musicians, dancers, et al.) pursue their creative efforts full time, with the rest of the community supporting them?
           A. If so, who would determine who would receive public support?
X. The Media
      1. What types of media would exist in your utopia?
      2. Who would control the media?
      3. Who would own the media?
      4. Would there be any censorship of the media?
           A. If so, what would be censored?
           B. Why?
           C. And who would do the censoring?
      5. Would participation in the media be open to all?
           A. If not, why not?
           B. If so, how would this be achieved?
   XI. Health & Medicine
      1. Would your utopia utilize allopathic (western) medicine?
      2. Would it utilize alternative (holistic, herbal, natural, etc.) approaches?
           A. If so, which ones?
           B. Why these particular ones?
      3. What role would preventative medicine have?
      4. Would everyone have equal access to medical treatment?
           A. If not, who would have preferential treatment?
                a. Why?
      5. How would your utopia deal with mental illness?
           A. Would psychotherapeutic approaches be used?
                a. If so, which ones?
                b. Why?
      6. Would psychiatric drugs be used?
      7. Would “death with dignity” (voluntary euthanasia) be allowed in your utopia?
VI. Gender Differences
      1. Would the roles of women and men vary in your utopia? 
           A. If so, how?
      2. Would the nuclear family be retained?
           A. If not, what would replace it?
      3. Would marriage be retained?
      4. Would “alternative” relationships (gay/lesbian, bi, polyamorous, etc.) be prohibited, discouraged, tolerated, or encouraged?
III. Children and Education
      1. Would the number of children per parent be limited in your utopia?
           A. If so, to how many children?
           B. Why?
      2. Would children live with their parents?
           A. If not, what would be their living arrangements?
      3. What rights would children have?
      4. Would restrictions be placed on children’s activities?
           A. If so, what restrictions? 
      5. How would children be educated?
           A. Who would be the educators?
           B. What rights would children have in deciding what they learned?
      7. Would the traditional higher education system be retained, modified, 
                or discarded?
           A. If modified, how?
           B. If discarded, how would your utopia conduct higher education? 

 



