9th Grade Literature and Composition Syllabus 
2016-2017

Course Title:      9th Grade Literature and Composition (1 English Carnegie Credit)
Instructor:         Mr. Chuck Martuzas
Email:               charles.martuzas@henry.k12.ga.us
Website:                  martuzas.weebly.com
Extra Help:          by appointment   

                                                                                             
Course Description
The overall goal of this course is expose students to informational texts, short stories, novels, and dramatic literature.  Students will examine literature from ancient world epics to modern novels emphasizing the various genres, authors, cultures, and history surrounding each piece of literature.  Students will interpret, analyze, evaluate, and critique literature.  Students will demonstrate their understanding of literature through discussion, presentations, and essays. Students must demonstrate mastery of grammar and usage and will develop their written and spoken vocabularies.  Students will incorporate learned skills into real world tasks that incorporate reading, writing, research, interviewing. and oral presentations. This course approaches the study of literature thematically with emphasis placed on independent, critical thinking and composition skills.  This is a highly academic course and will require extensive outside reading and re-reading, writing, research, and vocabulary study.

Textbook
Elements of Literature
		
Materials Needed
· 2” three-ringed binder (students must have a binder devoted to English class)
· 5 Dividers for notebook 
· College ruled loose-leaf notebook paper (NO composition OR spiral notebooks are permitted)
· Pencils AND blue or black ink pens (ONLY black or blue ink may be used in this class)
· 3” x 5” index cards and zip lock sandwich bags for vocabulary work (120+ index cards required)
· 3” x 3” Post-it notes for text marking (a variety of colors)
· Highlighters (a variety of colors) 
· RED ink pens for editing
· Composition Notebook with sewn pages for an English interactive notebook 
               (pages MUST be bound—no SPIRAL notebooks will be permitted)   
· Dry Erase markers                                                 

Novels/Short Stories  Please do not purchase novels until instructed to do so
· A variety of short stories and informational texts will be posted to my website; please print your own copies prior to the day they are assigned and bring them to class for annotation when instructed to do so.
· Homer’s The Odyssey						
· Ayn Rand’s Anthem				      	
· Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 						
· Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet  (No Fear Shakespeare side-by-side translated text version) 			
· Other novels may be assigned as the year continues
		
Grade Categories and Weights (Year-long grading)
· 80% 
50% Major Assessments (4 per semester)
40% Minor Assessments (8 per semester)
10% Mid-term Exam (administered in December)
· 20% 
 			      Georgia Milestone / End-of-Course Assessment 

Grading Procedures
Students will receive progress reports every four and one-half weeks throughout the school year. The final grade is a cumulative grade for thirty-six weeks. The school offers an intervention plan (Unit Repair) for students doing poorly as indicated by progress report intervals. Assignments may be assessed on completion, accuracy, or both.  

Student Behavior Expectations  
The Henry County Handbook and the Union Grove High School handbook highlight the expectations of student behavior.
	
Teacher Expectations of Student Behavior
1. Show respect for others and their property.
2. Treat others courteously; raise your hand if you wish to contribute to the discussion or to ask a question.  Show respect for people whose opinion may differ from your own.
3. Do not bring food or drink into the classroom; water only.  If a student brings food or drinks to class or from lunch, the food or drink will be confiscated and thrown away. Students will not be allowed to store food items inside book bags. 
4. Gum is acceptable as long as I do not see it or hear it.  When finished with your gum, please dispose of it in the trash receptacle.
5. Tidy your desk area before leaving the classroom.  
6. Neatly replace all borrowed materials in the appropriate location.  
7. I will dismiss you after the bell rings.  Remain seated UNTIL you are dismissed.  NEVER begin packing up your belongings prior to the bell.  

No Work Statements
All 9th grade students who are remiss in completing an assignment are required to complete and turn in a “No Work Statement”.  Zeros are unacceptable.  Assignments are ALWAYS collected from each individual student, one at a time, so students should have a “No Work Statement” ready for the teacher to collect when she stops by each desk to collect assignments. Please expedite this process by having this form completed in advance. Students who submit a “No Work Statement” will attend lunch detention in room 204 to complete all missing assignments in order to demonstrate learning. Ungraded assignments prepare you for the graded assignments, so please complete all assigned work. Incomplete ungraded work requires a No Work Statement. Multiple occasions or patterns of incomplete assignments will result in a parent/teacher/student conference. 

Make-Up Work Following an Absence
1. Regular attendance is extremely important.  Since this class is honors level, class discussions are a vital part of learning.  Students miss much learning and information when absent, and the class is deprived of your input.  
2. It is the student’s responsibility (not the teacher’s) to obtain make-up work.  
3. Students should NEVER interrupt class to ask about makeup work as this interferes with others’ learning.  
4. If a student misses class due to an excused absence, it is the student’s responsibility on the day of return to meet with the teacher before or after class (never during class), or before or after school to inquire about missed assignments and to turn in any assignments collected during the absence.  
5. Please write the date of the absence and the words “make-up work” on the top of any make-up assignment and give it to the teacher. 
6. Students who are absent on the day of a test or a presentation are expected to make up the test or presentation on the day of return to school (regardless of number of days absent prior to the test or presentation). 
7. Students who are absent on the date that an essays or project is due must have the essay or project delivered to the teacher by a parent, neighbor, relative or friend on the due date.  Late essays and projects will earn one-half credit if the student is absent and the assignment is not delivered.  Emailed essays and projects must be replaced with the actual assignment on the day of the student’s return to school or a late penalty will still apply.
8. Students who are present at school for any length of time on the day any assignment is due must submit the assignment that day or earn a late penalty. 



9. If a student is absent multiple days, he/she is expected to make arrangements to make up all missed assignments on the day of return (not to exceed the total number of days the student was absent). An absence must be excused in order to make up any missed assignment. 

Technology Expectations
1. Technology that is being used without permission or that is visible without permission during class will be confiscated and a parent will have to collect it from an Administrator after the school day.
2. I will indicate when it is appropriate to have technology out. 
3. ALL TECHNOLOGY (CELL PHONES, EAR BUDS, ETC.) must be OUT OF SIGHT BEFORE YOUR ENTER THE CLASSROOM.  If you enter the classroom with visible technology, those items WILL be confiscated. 
4. When using school owned computer equipment, if you notice a problem or if the equipment is broken or damaged in any way, it is your responsibility to immediately report the damage to a teacher.  Otherwise, you will be held responsible for any damage that occurs while the equipment was signed out in your name.  

Classroom and Learning Expectations
1. Arrive in class prepared to learn.  Bring the appropriate materials—returning to your locker to get materials would greatly deplete your class time; therefore, students are not permitted to return to lockers.  Think of all you would miss!  Not being prepared may result in after-school detention.
2. Assignment Headings.  All assignments must include the following criteria neatly written as a heading:  your name, the instructor’s name, the class period, and day month year.  (A sample heading appears on the board.)
3. Enter the classroom before the bell rings.  Rushing through the doorway to avoid a tardy four step endangers you and others and will result in a four step.
4. DO NOW.  You should be seated and immediately complete the “DO NOW” activity on the board. The “DO NOW” is to be completed within the first few minutes of class.  Students who enter the classroom but fail to being working on the “DO NOW” assignment will receive a four-step.
5. Ask questions.  Ask for clarification.  If you do not understand a concept, ask.  I will demonstrate various study techniques throughout the first six weeks; experiment with each and find which one works best for you.
6. Homework.  Homework will be assigned daily.  Don’t panic.  If a new assignment is not given, your homework is always to review previous material, study vocabulary or, by all means, get ahead in your reading.  
7. Late Work.  Late work will be accepted with a 50 point deduction per day. Lunch detention will also be assigned so that a student may complete missing assignments.  All assignments are purposeful in reaching mastery of the learning target; zeroes are unacceptable as evidence of learning.
8. Hard copies of assignments.  Hard copies of assignments are accepted, no flashdrive or e-mailed assignments unless specifically assigned. You will sometimes be asked to submit assignments to Google Classroom.
9. Emailing of Assignments.  Do NOT email me (or ask a parent to email me) an assignment and ask that I print student assignments.  Printing assignments is the student’s responsibility. Waiting until the last minute to complete a typed assignment may result in lack of ink or paper, or a malfunctioning printer.  Avoid these problems by avoiding procrastination and always have a backup plan for turning in typed assignments on time.
10. Take charge of your own learning.  Learning is the ultimate goal, and students are encouraged to be pro-active in their learning, a necessary student characteristic.  If a student does not demonstrate mastery on a unit assessment, he or she must immediately speak with the teacher concerning unit repair.   The school provides many avenues for assistance before, during, and after school.
11. Class Novels/Materials.  Students are required to have the current novel or text with them in class every day for study and for reading after finishing work. There will be a good deal of re-reading
12. Develop the habit of daily review of any discussion or notes from each day’s class.  This will allow students to immediately identify any questions or gaps in understanding and address them in class the following day.

Cliffs Notes/ Sparks Notes, internet plot summaries, etc.  
While these supplements are not to be used to replace reading, I highly recommend their use to supplement your understanding of what we read in class.  I will issue copies of the novels as we study them; however, if you wish to purchase your own copy in which to write notes, I encourage you to do so. 


Plagiarism
Plagiarism is cheating and will result in a zero.  Be sure to document any information that is not your own.  Adhere to the standards of technology provided by the school and county.  Also, copying answers from someone or allowing other students to “borrow” work to copy and present as their own cheats you and the other student and will be considered plagiarism.  Both student will receive a zero (county handbook, 26), and both parents will be notified.

Turn It In.com
The digital age has made plagiarism in the high school classroom much easier to perpetrate than in the past. Finding a wide range of pre-existing content, copying it, pasting it, and sharing it with others has become a quick and nearly effortless process.  To prepare students to understand and avoid the problem of plagiarism, Henry County School Systems has implemented Turnitin.com, a database program that checks and assesses student papers for originality.  TurnItIn.com shows how much of a student's submission matches content from a vast database of digital content (including archived internet content that is no longer available), as well as prior student submissions, so students and instructors can quickly understand how much content is original or unoriginal (plagiarized).  Unoriginal content is highlighted and color-coded, and the original source appears with the percentage of content originating from that source.  Students will be required to submit every writing assignment to Turnitin.com prior to submission to the teacher for grading. This will be done via file upload to Turnitin.com.  For every uploaded assignment, students must also provide a printed copy of the work to the teacher on the due date.  After submission, students have the opportunity to adjust/revise the assignment based on the percentage of “original” or “unoriginal” content.  Students are required to revise assignments based on the originality feedback from TurnItIn.com. Each individual teacher will instruct students on the process for submitting and revising assignments in each class.  Originality report numbers must NOT exceed 15%.  

Unit Repair 
In an effort to aid in student mastery, UGHS each student will have the opportunity to participate in Unit Repair if he/she makes a 69 or lower on a unit assessment (as defined by the teacher). In order to receive this opportunity, the student must communicate with the teacher to receive instructions. Students will be required to complete coursework as defined by the teacher to show a greater understanding of the material to reassess. The student has 2 weeks from the date the graded test is returned to complete the practice work and take the reassessment. Students will receive an average score of the first and second assessment for their final assessment grade. All Unit Repair for 9th Grade students is mandatory. Ninth graders will receive an additional handout regarding Unit Repair.

Individual Assistance
Students who are concerned about their performance or who wish one-on-one assistance are strongly encouraged to attend one of my help sessions before or after school. My goal is for students to learn and have an enjoyable and rewarding first year in high school, so I welcome an individual’s efforts.  Typically, I have two days designated for extra help sessions.  I have listed them in the syllabus heading, but reserve the right to change these days based on other teaching requirements. I ask that students verify with me before they show for extra help.  The school also provides tutoring in all academic subjects; students should consult with the graduation coach, Ms. Harrelson, in room 204 regarding tutoring.

Student Agendas
I strongly encourage students to use student agendas (print or electronic apps) as an organizational tool and to record a classmate’s/study partner’s phone number.  My goal is for students to take ownership of their learning and to acquire the tools and habits necessary to achieve that learning.  




Discipline System
When a student exhibits behavior detrimental to learning, the following school-wide consequences will apply.  Union Grove High School uses a four-step discipline program:  

Step 1—warning (no parent contact)
Step 2—parent contact (phone or email)
Step 3—mandatory after-school teacher detention
Step 4—office referral  

A separate four-step discipline document will be maintained for tardy to class.  With the combined support of students, parents, and teachers working together, the four-step discipline process should not be necessary.  When a student exhibits positive behavior and serves as a model for others, I will recognize that behavior in varying ways:  verbal commendations, privileges, and various rewards.  

Writing Assignment Criteria
When asked to submit ANY written assignment, the basic criteria and requirements for a standard MLA document are required.  Follow the guidelines outlined below:

1. ALL formal writing assignments (except rough drafts) must be typed prior to submission (unless the teacher indicates otherwise).  Handwritten assignment will be considered rough drafts and will not be scored.  
2. All writing assignments must have the standard MLA heading (see sample at the front of the classroom).
3. All academic assignments must be equally and consistently double-spaced throughout including the heading.
4. Type using Calibri size 11 font ONLY.
5. Print with black ink only on white paper ONLY.  
6. DO NOT use White Out or make handwritten corrections to correct errors discovered AFTER printing an assignment.  If you notice an error after printing, correct the error and reprint.  Demonstrate pride and care in your work.
7. A works cited page (and appropriate in-text citations) MUST be included for any work that includes information derived from another source (either online or print) whether the information is a direct quote, paraphrase, or summary.  If no works cited page is included, the assignment will be considered plagiarized and the student will receive a grade of zero.
8. A SAMPLE typed writing assignment is attached for your use.  Please refer to it often.
9. Additional writing support and MLA citation information can be found at Purdue Online Writing Lab located at the following URL address:  https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/13/.  


SAMPLE MLA PAPER

                                                                                                                                                                                  Last Name 1
                                                        (ONE INCH MARGIN TOP, BOTTOM & SIDES)
 
First and Last Name  

Mr. Martuzas

3rd Period

26 March 2016

Title Centered  (DO NOT BOLD, UNDERLINE OR ITALICIZE)
This is the first line of your paper (indented five spaces to indicate a new paragraph, and all ines are equally double-spaced).  Double spaced means there is ONE blank line between every    typed line.  Please note that there should NEVER be more than one blank line in between printed lines anywhere on your paper.  If there are too many blank lines, remove them!!
The second and subsequent paragraphs should also be indented five spaces (use TAB key for consistency).  If there are extra blank lines between paragraphs, remove them.  Make certain that the paper is equally double-spaced throughout.  












SAMPLE WORKS CITED PAGE

Last Name 1
(ONE INCH MARGIN TOP, BOTTOM & SIDES)


Works Cited
"Blueprint Lays Out Clear Path for Climate Action." Environmental Defense Fund. Environmental Defense Fund, 8 May 2007. Web. 24 May 2009.
Clinton, Bill. Interview by Andrew C. Revkin. “Clinton on Climate Change.” New York Times. New York Times, May 2007. Web. 25 May 2009.
GlobalWarming.org. Cooler Heads Coalition, 2007. Web. 24 May 2009.
Gowdy, John. "Avoiding Self-organized Extinction: Toward a Co-evolutionary Economics of Sustainability." International Journal of Sustainable Development and World Ecology 14.1 (2007): 27-36. Print.





Dear Student,                                       

Please sign below to indicate that you have read and understand the Course Syllabus for 9th Grade Literature and Composition.  Your signature indicates that you agree to follow the guidelines outlined in the syllabus for all course expectations.  

Please place the syllabus pages in the front of your class notebook.  Throughout the school year, you will be asked to refer to your syllabus to reinforce specific expectations and requirements.  

[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Return this form with all requested signatures to 
Mr. Martuzas by Friday, August 5, 2016.


	
Student Name:___________________________________________________________Class Period:________________________
                                                        (Please Print)

Student Signature:____________________________________________________________________Date:______________________________

Parent Signature:____________________________________________________________________Date:______________________________
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